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on behalf of her Arab friends.66 It was obviously embarrassing
for Moscow to appear to be letting down the Arabs after years
of support in the name of anti-imperialism. Yet Moscow pre-
ferred not to be embroiled in the Arab-Israeli conflict.67
In retrospect, it appears that the Soviet Union wanted to
keep the Arab-Israeli relations in a state of sustained aggrava-
tion; but she did not want a spreading crisis that would in-
volve her in a confrontation with the United States. The Soviets
sided with the Arabs for their own selfish reasons, and this
did not include the destruction of Israel.*8 The Arab leaders
were mistaken in assuming that the Soviet Union would accept
for their sake risks which they had not accepted for Berlin,
Cuba or Viet-Nam.
Before Nasser's action in blockading the Gulf of Aqaba,
when the crisis was essentially localized, the Soviets appeared
to give unqualified support to the Arabs. But immediately after
the blockade, when the crisis became internationalized, a note
of caution and equivocation was evident in Russian pronounce-
ments. The Soviet Uhion was willing to support Nasser on the
Moscow in the ideological war which be refused. Statesman (Calcutta),
11 June 1967.
**This brought forth scathing comments from Communist China which
accused the Soviet Union of "collusion" with US, and British "imperial-
isnT to betray the Arab people. New York Times, Weekly Review, 2
July 1967, p. L
67 An important lesson of the June 1967 Arab-Israeli conflict has been
that a country has to be prepared on its own—irrespective of the cost in-
volved—to defend itself. The manner in which the Soviet Union refused
to come to the aid of the Arabs during the conflict might serve as a
lesson to India not to seek or to rely upon any kind of foreign military
support in the hour of need.
** Since the creation of Israel in 1948 till the present day, the Soviet
Union has never supported the Arab demand for the "liquidation"* of
Israel. Even when the Arab-Israeli dispute had already reached its **Umif*,
Jdirushchev had not condemned Israel but only its links with the West.
New Times (Moscow). 10 June 1964, p. 36.
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